SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE
Herschler Building East

Suites 100 & 101

122 West 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0020

For Immediate Release:

Date: October 3, 2023
Contact: Joe Rubino

Phone: 307-777-5365

Email: Joe.Rubinol@wyo.gov

Secretary Gray Joins Hundreds of Sweetwater County Residents in
Opposition to BLM’s Resource Management Plan

CHEYENNE, WY — On September 27, Wyoming Secretary of State Chuck Gray joined
hundreds of Sweetwater County residents to voice opposition to the Bureau of Land Management’s
proposed Resource Management Plan, which forwards a preferred alternative emphasizing
conservation and blocking critical access for mineral development, grazing rights, and recreation.

“I’m opposed to the BLM Resource Management Plan. As the registrar of businesses in the
State of Wyoming, I have been extremely concerned with the preferred alternative’s negative impact
on small businesses that make up the backbone of Wyoming’s economy: minerals, agriculture, and
tourism,” Secretary Gray said. “As a member of the State Board of Land Commissioners, I am also
concerned that the BLM’s preference to restrict access for development and recreation will also
negatively impact development and recreation on neighboring state and fee parcels.”

“Preventing Wyoming from reaching its full potential is not sound policy; it is lunacy. Last
Wednesday, I joined hundreds of Sweetwater County residents to share the concerns Wyoming
businesses and landowners had conveyed to me in my capacity as Secretary of State. The BLM’s
conduct has been appalling. Although billed as an ‘open house,” Wednesday’s meeting did not
accept any input or comments from those most deeply affected by the proposed plan and the
BLM’s preferred alternative: the public. The proposed plan’s preferred alternative is another
example of Washington, D.C. attempting to exert control over Wyoming in order to prevent our
state, and our people, from achieving our full potential. I oppose the Draft RMP, and join the vast
majority of Wyomingites in asking the BLM to withdraw the plan, and listen to the best interests of
Wyoming, not Washington, D.C.”

Secretary Gray also submitted a written public comment opposing the Plan, which can be
found here. Members of the public may submit a comment on the BLM’s proposed Plan by
electronically submitting to https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/13853/510.
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