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Welcome to Wonderful Wyoming! 
 
Wyoming has a colorful history.  The amount of information and stories on Wyoming are boundless.  
Two superb starting places for researching Wyoming and its history are your schools and local libraries 
because, along with their book references and resources, the majority of these facilities have access to 
the Internet.   
 
Our website has a variety of information for many different purposes. For instance, data searchers may 
appreciate the “Historical Information” section of the Secretary’s Desk on the website at  
 

http://soswy.state.wy.us/SecretaryDesk/SD-HistoricalInfo.aspx. 
 
Trivia buffs may enjoy the “Wyoming Firsts” brochure which lists some of Wyoming’s firsts, gives a 
quick summary on Wyoming and provides interesting facts.  
 
The gold postcard proudly displays the Wyoming Great Seal.  The dates of its adoption and symbolism 
can be found on the reverse side. 
 
Additional websites helpful in obtaining information about Wyoming can be found in the document 
titled “State Government Websites.” The bolded addresses are good sites for student report information.  
 
Thank you for your interest in learning more about our wonderful state!     
 
With best wishes, I am 
 
Cordially yours, 
 

 
 
Max Maxfield 
Secretary of State 





Did You Know . . .
• The Bucking Horse & Rider

mark has represented the State
of Wyoming for nearly 100 years.

• The Bucking Horse & Rider
mark first appeared on
Wyoming’s license plates in
1936.

• The State of Wyoming is the
only state in the country that
owns and actively protects the
Bucking Horse & Rider mark for
use by its citizens.

• The horse seen in the silhouette
is most commonly referred to as
Steamboat - “the horse that
couldn’t be ridden.”

• The Wyoming National Guard
first used the Bucking Horse &
Rider mark in World War I.

• The University of Wyoming has
used the Bucking Horse & Rider
mark since 1921.

History of the
Bucking Horse & Rider

For
More

Information
concerning the

Bucking Horse

& Rider trademark,

please contact:

TRADEMARK

LICENSING OFFICE

P. O. Box 3322
Laramie, WY  82071

307.766.LOGO (5646)
307.766.4049 (fax)
wyominglicensing.net



S        he State of Wyoming is internationally
recognized for its famous trademark, the
Bucking Horse & Rider.  The Bucking
Horse & Rider has gracefully represented
Wyoming since at least as early as 1918
with its uniquely western spirit and flair.

During World War I the Bucking Horse
& Rider mark was used as an insignia
and worn by members of the Wyoming
National Guard in France and Germany.
The Bucking Horse & Rider displayed
on uniforms was originally designed by
First Sergeant George N. Ostrom of E
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 148th Field
Artillery Regiment, AEF.  It was at this
time that the mark was officially adopted
by the United States Army and used as a
means of identification on gun trails,
trucks, helmets and other equipment.

The use of the Bucking Horse & Rider
mark continued and was used extensively
by Wyoming military units during out-of-
state and overseas duties, including
Korea and Vietnam.  The mark
eventually became a rallying point, a
symbol of pride and a reminder of home
to our troops.

     ome believe that the Bucking Horse &
Rider mark is representative of a legendary
rodeo horse named “Steamboat” dating
back to the early 1900’s. One of the best
known bucking horses of all time,
Steamboat was known as “the horse that
couldn’t be ridden.” However, there has
been a great deal of dispute as to who is
the man on the bucking horse.

In 1935 Secretary of State, Lester Hunt,
proposed legislation which permitted his
office to make changes to Wyoming’s
license plate design.  At the time, this
change was deemed necessary to combat
the problem of widespread counterfeiting
of Wyoming’s license plate.  Therefore,
Secretary Hunt commissioned Mr. Allen
T. True of Littleton, Colorado to “put to
paper” his concept for a new license plate
design which included the famous
“Bucking Horse & Rider.”

In 1936, Wyoming’s unique license plate
containing the BH&R made its debut.
Advance sales for the new license plate in
1935 totaled $15,588-approximately
double the amount sold the previous year.
The Bucking Horse & Rider mark has
been featured on Wyoming’s license plates
ever since and will most likely have a home
there forever.

T
USS WYOMING Commanding Officers: Captain John Pasko (left),
Captain Seth Paradise (right)

The Bucking Horse & Rider was used by Wyoming servicemen
during the conflict in Korea.







WYOMING

March Song
Lyric by C. E. WINTER Music by G. E. KNAPP
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State Song - Written by C. E. Winter and adopted by the Thirty-third
Legislature in 1955.
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INJT£REST(5BITS
ANDPIECES
The largest coal resources in the United States are found in Wyoming.

They are estimated at one trillion tons. The largest surface coal

mine (Black Thunder Mine) is located near Gillette. Wyoming is first,

nationally, in the production of bentonite and trona.

Wyoming is a fisherman's paradise with 15,846 miles of fishing

streams and 297,633 acres of fishing lakes. There are a total of

3,400 lakes, ponds and reservoirs that support 90 varieties of fish, 42

varieties of which are game fish. Nearly 1 million big game animals,

including bear, mountain lions, elk, deer, moose, antelope, bighorn

sheep and mountain goats, winter in Wyoming.

49.5% of Wyoming land is owned by the federal government.

Wyoming can boast about having one of the oldest mountain ranges-

the Black Hills, and one of the newest-the Tetons.

The average population per square mile is fewer

than five people. Tourists from all over the world

come to Cheyenne Frontier Days to see the

rodeo known as "The Daddy of 'Em All." It is the

oldest and largest outdoor rodeo in the world

and is held the last full week in July each year.

It has been celebrated every year since 1897.

The "Bucking Horse & Rider" is generally

recognized as the brand for Wyoming and is a

federally registered trademark.

State Nickname: Equality State, Cowboy State

Statehood Day: July 10

Wyoming Day: December 10

Population: 493,782 (2000 Census)-
Least populated state in U.S. Density:
4.6 people per square mile/1.8 per
square kilometer. Distribution: 65%
Urban, 35% Rural

Square Miles: 97,818 square miles (9th

large~t state in the U.S.), divided into 23 ft
counlies .

Highest Point: Gannet Peak at 13,804
feet/4,207 meters

Lowest Point: Belle Fourche River at

3,100 feet/945 meters

Elevation: Wyoming has the second highest mean elevation
in the U.S.-6,700 feet/2,042 meters

Major Rivers: Powder, Wind, Big Horn, Snake, North Platte,
Yellowstone, and Green

Water Area: 714 square miles/1 ,849 square kilometers

Wind River Indian Reservation: Home to approximately 8,698
Northern Arapaho and 3,916 Eastern Shoshone.

6£06 PHICAL [D
CUMATElNFOR{MATION
Wyoming is located in the Rocky Mountain section of the western
United States, bounded by Montana on the north, by South Dakota
and Nebraska on the east, by Colorado and Utah on the south, and
by Utah, Idaho and Montana on the west. Wyoming is one of three
states whose boundaries are straight lines. It is the ninth largest
state-276 miles from north to south, and 375 miles east to west. The

Great Plains meet the Rocky Mountains in Wyoming. The state is a
great plateau broken by these mountain ranges: Absaroka, Owl Creek,
Wyoming, Gros Ventre, Wind River, Teton, Big Horns, Black Hills,
Laramie, Medicine Bow and Sierra Madre.

The Continental Divide cuts through Wyoming from the northwest
to the south-central border. Rivers east of the Divide drain into the

Missouri River Basin (to the Atlantic Ocean). The Snake River in
northwest Wyoming eventually drains into the Columbia River and the
Pacific Ocean, as does the Green River through the Colorado River
Basin. However, the Great Divide Basin, an eastern extension of the

Red Desert, is an immense, dry piece of Wyoming-about 50 by 100
miles. Water falling or melting there drains neither west to the Pacific
nor east to the Atlantic; rather it drains inward, to eventually soak into
the ground or evaporate.

Wyoming's climate is semiarid, but because of its topographical
diversity, it is also varied. Annual precipitation varies from as little
as five inches to as much as 45 inches, some as rain, some as

snow. The average is 14.5 inches. Because of its elevation (mean
elevation=6,700 feet above sea level), Wyoming has a relatively cool
climate. The normal mean temperature is 45.6 degrees (F). The
average wind speed is 12.9 MPH. Over 60% of the days in Wyoming
are sunny.

WYo [64KIDS~OR6
To find out more about Wyoming, visit our website for kids. The
address is www.wyoming4kids.org. Our website has games, a photo
gallery, coloring book illustrations, a report helper, and a lot of history
about Wyoming. Stop by www.wyoming4kids.org and explore the
amazing places in our state!

If you are doing a report on Wyoming, you can use our photo
gallery to print pictures that will go along with your report!



STATEITEMS

m
State Flag

State Seal

State Flower
Indian Paintbrush

State Tree
Plains Cottonwood

State Mammal
Bison

State Bird
Western Meadowlark

State Fish
Cutthroat Trout

State Reptile
Horned Toad I Lizard

State Dinosaur
Triceratops

State Fossil
Knightia

State Gemstone
Jade

~

State Sport
Rodeo
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1. 16th President   ____________________________________

2. Bank Robber   ____________________________________

3. Brand of Shoe   ___________________________________

4. Brand of Soup   ___________________________________

5. Warm Slinky   __________________________________

6. Capital of New York   ________________________________

7. Indian Chief   ______________________________________

8. Western Tribe of the Sioux   __________________________

9. French for “broad, flat, shallow river”   __________________

10. General   ________________________________________

11. Honey Agua   _____________________________________

12. Indian Word for running H20   ________________________

13. Indian word for “pine tree” or “pine forest”   _____________

14. Jacque’s last name   _______________________________

15. Manufacturer of baby products   ______________________

16. Non-Metallic element   _____________________________

17. Pathfinder and Explorer   ___________________________

18. Rap talk for “no mineral”   ___________________________

19. Region where the Hebrews dwelt in Egypt   _____________

20. Rent your apartment to another party   _________________

21. Type of sheep   ___________________________________

22. U.S. Photographer   _______________________________

23. Where you have a picnic   ___________________________

WYOMING
COUNTY 
GAME
Wyoming has 23 counties. 
Can you name them all with the 
help of the clues to the right?



Write the name of each county within in its appropriate borders.



1. 16th President   LINCOLN

2. Bank Robber   CROOK

3. Brand of Shoe   CONVERSE

4. Brand of Soup   CAMPBELL

5. Warm Slinky   HOT SPRINGS

6. Capital of New York   ALBANY

7. Indian Chief   WASHAKIE

8. Western Tribe of the Sioux   TETON

9. French for “broad, flat, shallow river”   PLATTE

10. General   SHERIDAN

11. Honey Agua   SWEETWATER

12. Indian Word for running H20   NIOBRARA

13. Indian word for “pine tree” or “pine forest”   UINTA

14. Jacque’s last name   LARAMIE

15. Manufacturer of baby products   JOHNSON

16. Non-Metallic element   CARBON

17. Pathfinder and Explorer   FREMONT

18. Rap talk for “no mineral”   NATRONA

19. Region where the Hebrews dwelt in Egypt   GOSHEN

20. Rent your apartment to another party   SUBLETTE

21. Type of sheep   BIG HORN

22. U.S. Photographer   WESTON

23. Where you have a picnic   PARK

WYOMING
COUNTY 
GAME
Wyoming has 23 counties. 
Can you name them all with the 
help of the clues to the right?
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Content for the Wyoming Student Packet has been provided by: 
 
 
 

Wyoming Secretary of State’s Office 
State Capitol Building 
200 West 24th Street 

Cheyenne, WY 82002-0020 
Ph. 307.777.7378 
Fax 307.777.6217 

Email: secofstate@state.wy.us 
Website: https://soswy.state.wy.us 

 
Wyoming Travel and Tourism 

I-25 at College Drive 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 

Ph. 307.777.7777 
Website: http://www.wyomingtourism.org/ 

 
Wyoming Department of Transportation 

5300 Bishop Boulevard 
Cheyenne, WY 82009 

Ph. 307.777.4437 
Website: http://www.dot.state.wy.us/ContactWYDOT/ 
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