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COLORFUL PAST

Since the 16th Century, a number of
governments have claimed parts of
what is now the State of Wyoming.

The following national flags have flown
over the Wyoming Territory: France,
Great Britain, Mexico, Spain, Texas and
the United States. Wyoming officially
became the 44th U.S. state in 1890.

The name Wyoming was adopted from
two Algonquin Indian words meaning “at
the big plains” or “large prairie place.”

Gold in California and the lure of rich

% land in Oregon brought increasing
numbers of pioneer wagon trains rolling
over the Oregon Trail through Wyoming.
Soldiers came to protect the wagon trains from Indians, and they also
established forts along the trails.

The most important of the western
military posts was Fort Laramie in
southeastern Wyoming. Fort Laramie
became a haven for gold seekers

and weary emigrants. It was also an
important station for the Pony Express
and the Overland Stagecoaches, and
it served as a vital military post in the
wars with the Plains Indians.

Chief Washakie (WASH-ah-key) became known
as the Indian Chief that helps white men. He
assisted the U.S. military in their campaigns
against the Sioux and Cheyenne tribes.
Washakie was chief of the Eastern Shoshones
for sixty years and is the only Native American
to have a military fort named after him. Chief
s VWashakie signed the treaty that established the
boundaries of what is now the Wind River Indian
'8 Reservation in Wyoming. A graveyard in the town
| of Fort Washakie houses a substantial granite
memorial with an inscription that reads: “Always
loyal to the government and his white brothers.”
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Great herds of buffalo once grazed on the
rolling hills of Wyoming, giving rise to one
of the state’s best known citizens, William
F. “Buffalo Bill" Cody. Near the turn of
the century, Buffalo Bill took his Wild West
Show to Europe to give audiences a brief
glimpse of the cowboys, Indians and other
characters who lived in America's West
during Wyoming'’s early days.
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WYOMING FIRSTS

First National Park: In 1872, Congress named
Yellowstone National Park as the first
national park in the world.

First National Forest: In 1891 President
Harrison signed the act naming the
Shoshone National Forest as the first
national forest. Today, there are nine
national forests in Wyoming.

First National Monument: Devils
= Tower was designated the first
national monument by President
Theodore Roosevelt in 1906.

First Business West of the Missouri River: In 1834 Fort William was
erected at the confluence of the Laramie and North Platte Rivers
by veteran fur traders William Sublette and Robert Campbell. This
was the first trading post established west of the Missouri River.

First State to Have a County Public Library System: The Laramie
County Public Library System was organized in August 1886.

First Ranger Station: In 1891 the Wapiti Ranger Station was
established in the Shoshone National Forest.

First Artificially Lit Evening Football Game:
The first interscholastic football game to |
be played under artificial light took place
in Midwest, Wyoming in 1925.

First Women to Vote: John A. Campbell,
Wyoming's first Territorial Governor, signed a bill
December 10, 1869 making Wyoming the first
state to grant women the right to vote.

First Woman Governor in the U.S.: Nellie Tayloe
Ross was elected to complete the term of her
husband who died in office. She served 1925-
1927.

First Woman Statewide Elected Official: Estelle Reel Meyer was
elected as State Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1894.

First Town in America to be Governed Entirely by Women: The city
of Jackson, from 1920 to 1921, had a woman mayor, town council
and town marshal. One of the women defeated her husband for
her council seat.

First Woman Justice of the Peace: Esther Hobart Morris was
appointed February 17, 1870, in South Pass City.

First All Woman Jury: The first all-women jury was sworn in March 7,
1870, in Laramie.

First Woman Bailiff: In 1870, Mary Atkinson of Albany County, was
appointed the first woman bailiff in the world.

WYOMING'S EQUALITY
HERITAGE

Wyoming is known as the “Equality
State” because of the rights women have
traditionally enjoyed here. Wyoming
women were the first in the nation to
vote, serve on juries and hold public
office.

In 1869, Wyoming's territorial legislature
became the first government in the world
to grant “female suffrage” by enacting a
bill granting Wyoming women the right
to vote. The act was signed into law on
December 10, of that year by Governor
A. J. Campbell. ’

Less than three months later, on February 17, 1870, the “Mother of
Women's Suffrage in Wyoming,” Esther Hobart Morris, of South Pass
City, became the first woman ever to be appointed a justice of the
peace. Laramie was also the site for the first equal suffrage vote cast
in the nation by a woman-Mrs. Louisa Swain on September 6, 1870.

In 1894, Estelle R. Meyer became the first woman in the United
States elected to a public office, Wyoming Superintendent of Public
Instruction.
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In 1924, Nellie Tayloe Ross was the first woman in the United States
elected for the office of state governor. She took office on January 5,
1925, 20 days before “Ma” Ferguson of Texas (elected on the same
day) took office. Mrs. Ross went on to become the first woman to be
appointed Director of the United States Mint, a position she held for 20
years.

CHRONOLOGY

1742-43 Francois Louis Verendrye
and companions are the first
white men to see the Big
Horn Mountains in Wyoming.

1803 Louisiana Purchase (including present Wyoming) is
completed.

1805 Lewis and Clark employ Sacajawea (a Shoshone Indian) as
guide for the Corps of Discovery.

1806 John Colter explores Rocky Mountains (credited with being
first native-born American to enter what is now Wyoming).

1822 General William H. Ashley establishes trading post on the
Yellowstone River. Jim Bridger arrives with Gen. Ashley.

1825 Ashley and his men descend Green River (first white men to
navigate it). Beginning of fur trade/rendezvous period.

1834 Fort Laramie is established by William Sublette and Robert
Campbell; was first permanent trading post in Wyoming
(military post from 1849-1890).

1846 President Polk approves act establishing military posts along
Oregon Trail.

1854 Grattan Massacre occurs near Fort Laramie.

1855 General W.S. Harney leads military expedition against the
Sioux.







